62

| ) ETEEESRB —

‘A REY ROEXEFTAT, TH#EB these things DEFMEAETE, BARFETEZ LI, &b

Hikaru is a fourteen-year-old girl. She has a little sister, Aya. Aya is four years old. They liked
to watch movies and sing songs. They enjoyed doing these things together at home. Aya often
ran to Hikaru and held Hikaru in her arms when Hikaru got home from school.
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Noguchi Hideyo visited more than ten countries in his life. He learned languages spoken in each
country and tried to use (them for communication. In Ecuador, he tried to speak to people in
Spanish, @ their language. 3 That is the thing they liked about him. In 1976, forty eight years
after he died, the statues of Hideyo were built in Ecuador. @ This shows that people in Ecuador

loved him very much.
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At the end of the club activity on that day, Mr. Smith said, “English is spreading around the world
and it is growing and changing. There are many varieties of English used in many different
countries. Now you are practicing English very hard but you should not forget that English is a
language. Learning a language is not only speaking. @ It also means to learn about many different
cultures and different ways of thinking.”

I was glad to hear his story. He gave me 3 another reason for studying English.

end #bD spread JhA'%  grow %#%7 %  change % t¥%  variety FE¥i way HiE
reason FiH

*BO( ) : [l )
d - (&) )



1 ETEZEESRD 63

mmmE ) L~

‘A (1] BTREHELTLZBDEEEHZ S
® ROKVFENZHAT, HEDEWIZEZRZL, (GRReR0
Peter : 1 want to try a new sport here.

Sachiko : A new sport?
Peter : Yes. I'm interested in Naoki’s soccer club, the tennis club, and the basketball club.
Naoki : You came to see our club yesterday, right?
Fumiya : Oh, did you?
Peter : Yes. Naoki is a very good player.
Sachiko : That’s right.
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Sachiko thinks Naoki is very good at soccer.
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Yukiko took flowers to school every week. Her mother liked flowers very much and had a lot of
flowers in the garden. She told Yukiko to take them to school. “Flowers are beautiful. They make
people happy,” her mother always said to her. Yukiko didn’t want to take flowers when she had
many things with her. But she kept taking flowers to her classroom. Yukiko liked seeing them
there. Her teacher always said to her, “Thank you.”

One day in March, Cathy, one of the students in her class, said to Yukiko, “Thank you for your
flowers every week.” Yukiko was very surprised because she didn’t usually talk with her. Cathy
also said, “I liked seeing your flowers. Do you know that they were very important to me? When I
was sad or tired, they cheered me up. They always gave me power. Thank you very much.”
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Bamboo may be very useful when it is used for building homes. Bamboo is sometimes stronger
than wood. It is strong like brick or concrete. It may be difficult to understand that bamboo is so
strong. But here’s one way to do that. Imagine a short bamboo tube. The top of the tube is about
the size of a CD. Now imagine that a small elephant is on the top of the tube. Can you imagine

what will happen on the top of the tube? Nothing will happen! The tube is very strong, so it won’t
break.
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Many people visit our town from foreign countries every year. Our group is going to make an
English sightseeing map for them. What kind of information do they need? We asked 25 foreign
people at the station about it. They chose three things out of five. Please look at this graph.

23 people needed information about sightseeing spots. So, on the map, we are going to show what
they can see at each sightseeing spot. They also said, ‘I want to know how to get there.” It is
important to write about it on the map too.
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Today I'm going to talk about these two pictures. The woman, the baby and the nurse in these
pictures aren’t my family members.

My father is a person who loves reading, so he often buys books. One day last month, he bought
some used books. These pictures were between the pages of one of the books. He thought, “These
are very important to the mother and the baby.” He said to me, “I want to return the pictures to
them. Help me.” At first I thought, “We can’t do such a thing.”
return ~%i&7Y
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Dear someone,

I'm writing to the person who will find this bottle in the future. I have to leave my village with
my family soon. It will be under water because of a dam. I was born here, I go to school here
and my friends are here. I will put this letter and a picture of my village into the bottle, and will
bury it into the ground. I'm sad, but I have to say goodbye. Goodbye, my village. Goodbye, my
school. Goodbye, my friends.

Many people will forget my village, but I want you to know there was a beautiful village here.

Thank you for finding this.

Sincerely yours,
K

Who is K? When did K write this letter? Where does K live now? How did this bottle come to
me? I was interested in many things. I decided to find K. I went to some libraries. I used the
Internet. I also visited old people in my village. I tried everything. But I could find nothing about K.
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I live in a small town in Kyoto. There are mountains and a river near my house. My family grows
rice and vegetables. My family’s friends in my town grow tea leaves. I like to help them with their
work. I have a good time when I do that.

My town is famous for its beautiful nature. People from many places visit my town. My family
and our friends often show them the nature and the culture here. Sometimes some people come to
work with us. One night during dinner, my mother said, “One of my friends called me today. A
young man from Canada is going to visit our town next weekend. He wants someone to explain
some things in English. Why don’t you try, Riko?” I said, “That is too difficult. I haven’t done that
alone for people from different countries.” Then my father said, “If you try hard, you can do it. It's
great to talk with them.” I thought that he was saying the right things. So I said, “OK. T1l try.”
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Sue, June, and Ken used to be classmates in elementary school. Three years ago in July, when
Ken was eleven years old, his family moved to another city. Two weeks before that, the three
families went camping together in the mountains. They wanted to remember the days they were
good friends. A time capsule was Ken’s idea. The three children asked the man living in the camp
lodge to keep their time capsule. His name was George. They promised him that they would return
after three years. He was kind to them because he did the same thing when he was young. Three
years ago, their families drove them, but today they decide to walk to the camp lodge. At the
entrance of the mountain routes, Sue, June, and Ken are looking at a big map.
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Yuko : Hi, Anna. If you have time tomorrow, can you go shopping with me?

Anna : Yes, but do shops open on Sundays? In my country, many shops like department stores or
supermarkets don’t open on Sundays.

Yuko : 1 didn’t know (Dthat. In Japan, a lot of shops open on Sundays and people go shopping.
Well, what do people do on Sundays in your country?

Anna : 1 think that many people spend time with their family or friends on Sundays. By the way,
what do you want to buy?

Yuko : 1 want to buy a birthday cake, because it is my father’s birthday tomorrow. We will have a
party and eat the cake together. I think he will be happy.

Anna : 1 think so too. Well, are you going to buy a birthday cake for your father? On my father’s
birthday, he always makes cakes. He brings them to his office and gives them to his friends
to make them happy.

Yuko : Really? (2 That’s interesting!

Anna : In my country, many people make cakes for their birthday party when they have their
birthday.

Yuko : We have different customs about birthdays, but everyone feels happy on that day.

Anna : Yes, let's have a wonderful party for your father tomorrow. Yuko, shall we ( ® ) this
year?

Yuko : That’s a good idea! I hope he will eat them and be very happy.
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sing a song for your father 1 send a card to your father

7 make cakes for your father I give some flowers to your father
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Ken is a junior high school student in a small town. He goes to school with his friends, Satoru

and Hitomi, every morning. There is a big house near the school and an old woman lives in it. Her

name is Ms. Suzuki and she often stands in front of her house and shouts at them, “Hurry up.

You'll be late for school.” She always looks angry and they are afraid of her.

One Saturday morning, the students in Ken’s school joined the cleaning activities of the town.

Ken went to clean the station with Satoru and Hitomi. Mr. Goto, the stationmaster, said, “This

station is very old, so we need a few days to make it clean.” “We will come here next Saturday too,”
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Ken answered. “I'm very glad to hear @ that,” Mr. Goto said.

When Hitomi was cleaning the bench, she found some flower pots near it. There were a lot of
flowers in the pots. “Wow, they are very beautiful,” she said. Mr. Goto said, “Someone brings a 10
flower pot here every week. Many people who come to this station say they like those flowers.”

The next Saturday, they came to the station again. There was another flower pot. They thought,
“Who brought it here?”

A few weeks later, Ken was going to school early in the morning. When he came near the station,
he saw an old woman near the bench. She had a flower pot in her hands. He was surprised and 15
thought, “I can’t believe @ it.” He was a little afraid, but he went to talk to her. “Good morning,
Ms. Suzuki. My name is Ken. Do you bring flowers here every week?” “Yes, I do. I like this
station very much because I have used it for a long time. I want a lot of people to love it too.” “Do
you buy those flowers?” asked Ken. “No. I have many kinds of flowers in my garden. But I live
alone, so I'm the only person that can enjoy them. If I bring them to the station,| & | 20

At school, Ken told Satoru and Hitomi about Ms. Suzuki. Satoru said, “We didn’t know she was so
kind.” “You're right. She lives alone, so maybe she wants to talk with someone,” said Hitomi. Ken
said, “Shall we visit her house to thank her for the flowers?” Satoru and Hitomi said, “Yes. Let’s
@ do it

The next day, they went to her house. She was very glad and told them about the station. “When 25
I was a child, I saw many beautiful flowers around the station. So, I liked to go there.” She talked
more about the station. They had a very good time. Before they left her house, Ms. Suzuki smiled

and said, “The flowers in my garden have brought me new friends.”
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7 Ms. Suzuki brings flowers to the station. ( )
1 There are a lot of flower pots at the station.
7 The old woman takes the flowers to her garden.
I Many people say they like the flowers at the station.
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7 those students will visit my house 1 many people can enjoy them
7 children will not be afraid of me I vyou'd like to know who brings them
'BA*4) FTHBOO do it DEANLNEE, HEABTHE LIV,
( )

'AG) KROBVICHT 282%,  ICETEE LHTORVTREELA SV,
Why did Ms. Suzuki like to go to the station when she was a child?
Because there were around it.
'B6) ALONEICH->TVREHDERDOT~IHND 1B, W5 TERIEE, ( )
7 Ken, Satoru, and Hitomi went to clean the station and Ken found flower pots.

Ken, Satoru, and Hitomi went to Ms. Suzuki’s house with their new friends.
Ms. Suzuki loved the station and she hoped that many people would also love it.
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Ms. Suzuki liked to buy many kinds of flowers to make people at the station happy.



